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FOREWORD 


This  brief  history  of  the  George  Mayfield 
Daniel  family  in  Texas  is  incomplete,  mainly 
because  many  efforts  to  obtain  information  con¬ 
cerning  the  lives  of  the  principals  have  proved 
futile •  The  author  is  most  grateful  for  the  use 
of  the  record  made  by  Mr.  I.  H.  Devine;  of  the 
private  papers  of  Mr.  E.  B.  Daniel,  Senior;  and 
of  the  two  diaries  and  one  book  by  Reverend 
J.  C.  Daniel.  These  few  sources  constitute  almost 
entirely  the  available  information  and  data  on  the 
Daniel  family.  Some  authentic,  documentary  inform¬ 
ation  came  from  the  General  Land  Office  of  Texas 
and  the  Texas  State  Library,  Archives  Division. 

The  former  furnished  a  certificate  of  a  land  grant 
to  F.  A.  B.  Wheeler.  The  latter  sent  legal  proof 
that  Allen  Lowery  and  George  Mayfield  Daniel  were 
Confederate  veterans. 

Suggestions  on  the  part  of  any  individual  of 
other  reliable  sources  of  information  will  be 
appreciated. 


Mrs.  I.  H.  Devine 
2122  North  Spring 
Tyler,  Texas 


G.  M.  DANIEL  AND  WIFE. 


THE  GEORGE  MAYFIELD  DANIEL  FAMILY  IN  TEXAS 


In  an  attempt  to  fully  reconstruct  the  history 
of  the  Daniel  family  in  Texas,  we  should  begin  with 
the  birth  of  Francis  A.  B.  Wheeler  on  April  16, 

1773,  in  Virginia. ^  After  private  tutoring,  he  was 
sent  to  Hampden -Sidney  College  in  Virginia  for 
further  study. 

Army  life  dominated  his  early  years,  as  he  was 
an  officer  under  General  William  Henry  Harrison  in 
the  Wabash  Expedition  in  1811  and  served  under 
Generals  Claiborne,  Wilkinson,  and  Andrew  Jackson 
in  Alabama  and  Georgia.  He  fought  with  General 
Jackson  in  New  Orleans  in  1815. 2 

In  1812  he  married  Miss  Susan  Ann  Barnes,  who 
with  her  parents,  had  recently  emigrated  from  Eng¬ 
land  to  South  Carolina.  Little  did  the  bride  dream 
of  pioneering  in  Texas,  a  seemingly  faraway,  foreign 
land,  and  seeing  several  great-grandchildren  in 
her  home  there. 

But  General  Wheeler  became  interested  in  this 
vast,  fertile  land,  where  so  few  people  lived  and 
where  many  acres  could  be  had  for  the  asking  and 
living  thereon.  He  resigned  from  the  United  States 
Army  in  time  to  join  the  Stephen  F.  Austin  Expedi¬ 
tion  of  1823.3  His  family  consisted  of  his  wife 
and  two  small  daughters.  Later  a  son  was  born,  but 
died  in  infancy.  Another  daughter  arrived  in  1829. 
She  was  named  Ann  and  was  the  maternal  grandmother 
of  the  ten  Daniel  children. 

The  original  Montgomery  County  included  a 


^Daniel,  E.  B.  Senior.  My  Great  Grandfather, 
a  Texas  Pioneer.  Unpublished  private  papers. 
^Ibid. 

3lbid. 


large  part  of  the  land  between  the  Brazos,  Trinity, 
and  Colorado  Rivers,^  It  was  later  divided  into 
six  counties. 5  General  Wheeler  obtained  a  liberal 
grant  of  land  in  what  is  now  Montgomery  County. ^ 

He  built  a  log  cabin,  with  its  stick  and  dirt  chim¬ 
ney,  dug  a  well  for  water,  cleared  land,  and  planted 
and  cultivated  vegetables.  The  forest  around  was 
full  of  a  variety  of  meats:  hogs,  some  buffalo, 
bears,  turkey,  and  deer.  Bees  accommodatingly 
stowed  many  pounds  of  delicious  honey  in  hollow 
trees . 

One  night  in  1825  the  Wheelers  were  attacked 
by  Indians.'  General  Wheeler  was  able  to  slip  him¬ 
self  and  his  family  out  a  rear  door  to  hide  in  the 
woods.  But  the  cabin  and  its  contents  were  burned 
to  the  ground:  clothes,  furniture  and  his  irre¬ 
placeable  private  papers  and  records  of  his  ser¬ 
vices  in  the  army  of  the  United  States.  Next  morn¬ 
ing,  with  the  Indians  gone,  the  General  concluded 
that  they  had  come  to  steal  the  horses.  He  or  his 
wife  must  have  taken  his  sword  with  them  that  night, 
because  it  now  rests  in  the  new  State  Archives  and 
Library  Building  in  Austin.  Again  he  built  a  log 
cabin.  About  twice  a  year  he  went  to  one  or  more 
of  the  nearest  trading  posts  --  Old  Washington, 

San  Felipe  or  Nacogdoches  --  to  purchase  essentials: 
powder,  lead,  salt,  coffee,  and  tobacco. 

ALLEN  LOWERY 

Meanwhile,  little  Miss  Ann  grew  up;  other 


^Ray,  Worth  S.  Austin  Colony  Pioneers.  Austin: 
1949,  page  363. 

^Fulmore,  Z.  T.  History  and  Geography  of  Texas 
as  Told  in  County  Names.  Austin:  E.  L.  Steck  Com¬ 
pany,  1915,  page  170. 

6 Records  Division,  General  Land  Office.  Austin: 

1960. 

^Daniel ,  E.  B.  Senior.  My  Great  Grandfather > 
a  Texas  Pioneer.  Unpublished  private  papers. 
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settlers  came  within  hailing  distance  --  twenty- 
five  miles  or  sol  Among  them  was  a  tall,  blond 
youth,  named  Allen  Lowery.  His  grandchildren  are 
uncertain  whether  Kentucky  or  Virginia  was  his 
native  state;  1818  was  the  year  of  his  birth.  He 
arrived  in  time  to  take  an  active  part  against 
Santa  Anna,  and  during  the  Civil  War  was  a  member 
of  Company  A,  Texas  State  Troops,  transferred  to 
Confederate  States  of  America  Army. 8 

He.  too,  had  a  grant  of  land  in  Montgomery 
County. ^  The  original  document  was  at  one  time 
the  property  of  his  grand-daughter,  Mrs.  Robert 
White  (Virginia  Lowery).  This  document  was  lost 
after  being  displayed  in  a  store  window  in  Houston 
for  an  April  21  celebration.  Allen  Lowery  was  a 
charter  member  of  the  Baptist  General  Convention, 
organized  at  Anderson,  Grimes  County,  Texas,  in 
1848.10 


SARAH  ELIZABETH  VIRGINIA  LOWERY 

In  due  time  he  married  tiny  Miss  Ann  Wheeler 
and  became  the  father  of  two  sons,  Marion  and  Carey; 
two  daughters,  Emma,  who  died  at  the  age  of  seven, 
and  Sarah  Elizabeth,  born  October  31,  1849.  When 
relatives  in  Virginia  learned  of  her  birth,  they 
requested  that  she  be  given  a  third  name  also: 
Virginia,  in  honor  of  the  state  from  which  her 
Wheeler  grandparents  had  come.  Her  education  was 
informal,  because  at  that  time  there  wereno  organ¬ 
ized  schools  in  Texas  near  enough  for  her  to  attend. 


^Muster  Rolls,  Confederate  States  of  America. 
Texas  State  Archives:  1960. 

Q 

White,  Mrs.  Robert.  In  letter  to  the  author, 
lOlbid. 
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When  she  was  eleven,  the  Civil  War  began. 

At  the  same  time  (1860)  in  Floyd  County,  Georgia, 
George  Mayfield  Daniel,  a  lad  of  fourteen,  decided 
to  accept  Christ  as  his  Savior,  and  was  baptized  in 
the  Chatahoochee  River  by  Elder  Hugh  Carmichael* 

Floyd  County  is  rather  large,  lies  in  the  northwest 
comer  of  Georgia,  and  borders  Alabama  on  the  west  — 
directly  in  the  path  of  Sherman's  army,  when  he  made 

his  ruthless  march  to  the  sea. 

The  Chatahoochee  River,  across  which  George 
used  to  swim  on  his  back,  flows  a  little  west  of 
Atlanta  --  Sherman’s  main  target.  In  1863,  a  year 
before  that  notorious  march,  George  Daniel,  sixteen 
now,  joined  the  17th  Alabama  Regiment.  Company  E, 
and  served  until  the  end  of  the  war. I2  While  on 
picket  duty  his  feet  were  partly  frozen  and  frequent¬ 
ly  gave  him  trouble  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He 
never  liked  to  discuss  the  horrible  years  of  war. 

His  mother,  who  was  a  Miss  Almand,  died  when 
George  was  still  a  small  boy,  and  his  father  re¬ 
married.  A  second  family  of  children  hastened  the 
departure  of  the  older  ones.  So  in  1867  George 
arranged  with  several  families  to  come  to  Texas. 

They  chose  to  locate  in  Montgomery  County,  and  three 
years  later  there  followed  a  wedding:  Miss  Sarah 
Elizabeth  Virginia  Lowery  and  Mr.  George  Mayfield 
Daniel.  George,  a  Baptist,  was  ordained  to  the  min¬ 
istry  in  1873. ^  The  ordination  sermon  was  preached 
by  Reverend  S.  B.  McJunkin,  who  performed  a  like 
service  for  Allen  Lowery  and  for  Carey  Daniel,  the 
fifth  child  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Daniel. 


•^Daniel,  J.  C.  A  History  of  the  Baptists  of 
Hill  ^ounty,  Texas.  Waco:  1907,  page  38. 

13Ibid. 


-  4  - 


The  labors  and  activities  of  George  Daniel 
are  revealed  in  a  letter  written  to  him  by  his  son, 
Carey,  on  his  thirty-fifth  birthday,  when  the  latter 
was  a  Baptist  missionary  in  North  China; 

f,The  following  is  part  of  my  birthday  letter 
to  my  beloved,  good  father:  'Just  thirty-five 
years  ago  a  farmer -preacher  was  living  in  a  log 
house  in  the  forest  of  Montgomery  County,  Texas, 
United  States  of  America.  Seven  years  he  had  lived 
in  this  place,  and  four  children  had  come  into  his 
home  during  these  years.  By  the  light  of  a  pine- 
knot  fire  he  studied  much  during  the  hard,  yet  happy 
years  in  the  forest  frontier  home. 

'God  blessed  him  and  his  companion  with  health 
and  enabled  them  by  hard  work  and  close  living  to 
keep  "the  wolf"  from  the  door.  The  awful  war  of 
1860-1865  had  deprived  them  of  an  education.  The 
child  that  at  this  time  came  into  their  home  was 
the  fifth,  and  was  followed  during  the  coming  years 
by  five  others. 

'With  liberal  heart  and  energetic  hand  he 
labored  to  provide  food,  shelter,  clothes  and  edu¬ 
cation  for  his  children,  and  at  the  same  time  was 
used  of  God  to  supply  spiritual  teaching  and  inspi¬ 
ration  to  multitudes  of  people  in  almost  every 
direction.  This  man  was,  to  one  of  his  children  at 
least,  a  mighty  man.  He  could  build  houses,  clear 
forests,  assess  taxes,  run  a  store,  cultivate  fields, 
was  a  school  trustee,  and  was  an  earnest  soul  in 
preaching.  He  would  sometimes  punish  a  disobedient 
child,  but  more  often  was  blind  to  the  wrongs,  or 
was  patient  in  reproving  with  words. 

'There  was  no  rest  for  this  man.  Once,  after 
many  hard  years,  he  returned  to  Georgia  to  visit 
the  scenes  of  his  childhood  and  youth,  and  see  his 
aged  father.  His  family  felt  that  he  was  a  long, 
long  way  from  home.  Then  letters  came,  telling  of 
the  trip  and  how  fast  the  trains  carried  him.  It 
was  a  new  world  and  a  new  day  for  the  ones  at  home, 
when  he  returned. 


'But  not  often  had  he  rest.  Funerals  were  to 
be  attended,  marriages  performed,  meetings  held, 
churches  nourished,  and  many  and  varied  calls  from 
neighbors  and  acquaintances  were  to  be  answered. 
Strangers,  finding  themselves  at  nightfall  in  his 
community,  were  directed  to  his  house  for  the  night. 
Not  much  money  or  its  equivalent  ever  came  as  re¬ 
numeration  for  his  labors  as  preacher,  and  many 
times  he  was  embarrassed  to  know  how  to  meet  obli¬ 
gations  as  they  fell  due. 

'There  was  little  in  his  life  that  was  weak. 

His  children  seldom  saw  or  heard  anything  that 
could  have  made  their  respect  or  love  for  their 
father  grow  less.  He  was  singularly  unselfish  -- 
doing  without,  that  others  might  have.  His  hard 
experiences  and  varied  work  gave  him  a  valuable 
education.  Though  deprived  of  education  in  youth, 
the  years  brought  him  such  wisdom  that  many  a  per¬ 
plexed  man,  troubled  woman,  or  distressed  youth 
found  comfort  and  safety  in  his  words. 

'He  loved  his  family;  was  the  boys'  playmate, 
and,  except  when  hungry,  the  little  ones  would  go 
to  him  as  quickly  as  to  their  mother. 1^  He  gave 
to  them  their  first  lessons  in  talking,  and  was 
always  happy  when  they  began  to  spell  and  read.'  "  15 

E.  B.  Daniel,  Senior,  made  these  statements: 

"My  father  baptized  more  than  twelve  hundred  people 
and  led  in  the  erection  of  twelve  houses  of  worship. 
For  sixteen  years  he  was  moderator  of  the  Evergreen 
Association  in  southeast  Texas.  He  died  June  18, 
1918,  and  was  interred  at  Willis,  Texas. "16 


l^Mrs.  Daniel  often  spoke  about  what  a  great 
help  he  was  with  the  small  children.  --  The  Author. 

l^Daniel ,  J.  C.  Unpublished  diary.  Written 
1910-1914.  In  possession  of  Mrs.  Jewell  L.  Daniel. 

l^Daniel,  E.  B. ,  Senior.  My  Father  and  Mother. 
Unpublished  private  papers. 
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No  one  ever  doubted  the  love  of  G.  M.  Daniel 
for  his  family;  many  times  he  called  the  youngest, 
when  guests  were  present,  and  proudly  announced, 
"This  is  number  ten!"  He  was  proud,  too,  of  his 
family's  good  health.  Once,  when  he  was  threatened 
with  pneumonia,  a  doctor  was  summoned.  The  patient 
said,  "This  is  the  first  time  we've  ever  needed  a 
doctor  for  any  disease."  All  childhood  diseases 
and  malaria,  then  very  common,  were  cured  by  home 
remedies. 

In  1892,  Hr.  and  Mrs.  Daniel  decided  to  move 
to  Willis,  because  a  good  school  was  there.  A 
site  on  high  ground  about  300  yards  west  of  the 
railroad  tracks  was  cleared  for  the  dwelling,  and 
some  of  the  large  tree  stumps  were  left  as  pillars 
for  the  house.  Meanwhile,  the  family  lived  in  a 
small  house  near  the  railroad.  From  that  point 
northward  it  was  uphill  to  the  station,  near  a 
roundhouse,  where  extra  engines  were  kept  to  help 
pull  long  freight  trains  up  the  grade.  The  noise 
of  these  engines  frightened  the  youngest  child 
to  tears. 

Gradually  fruit  trees  were  planted.  There  was 
a  garden,  com  and  watermelon  patches,  a  berry 
arbor,  a  pond  with  fish,  cows  and  horses,  and  con¬ 
tinual  guests.  Mr.  Daniel  sang  and  whistled  through 
all  his  work.  He  became  pastor  of  two  or  three 
churches,  depending  on  the  size  and  financial  status 
of  the  members.  Some  churches  could  pay  for  only 
one  Sunday  a  month.  It  was  the  farmer-preacher's 
custom  to  drive  to  his  church  on  Friday,  visit, 
preach,  return  home  Monday,  and  begin  again  what¬ 
ever  work  was  most  pressing.  Just  after  the  noon 
meal,  he  --  in  the  summer  --  liked  to  take  a  short 
nap  on  the  froqt  porch.  Number  Ten*?  was  expected 


17The  author  is  referred  to  as  Number  Ten. 
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to  lay  a  chair  with  its  front  feet  against  the 
wall,  back  slanting  up  for  a  pillow,  and  place  a 
folded  quilt  for  him  to  lie  on*  There  he  slept 
soundly  for  half  an  hour  or  so,  before  returning 
to  his  work* 

He  was  jovial  and  merry  and  told  many  anecdotes 
to  make  others  laugh.  When  Number  Ten  became  old 
enough,  he  took  her  often  to  his  churches.  People 
were  always  kind,  and  it  was  a  pleasure  to  be  in 
their  homes.  One  time  several  men  came  to  the 
house  where  the  pastor  was  staying,  and  a  very 
serious  talk  ensued.  The  little  girl  understood 
enough  to  know  that  they  were  trying  to  settle  a 
dispute  about  a  land  boundary. *8 

One  niece  on  the  Lowery  side  of  the  house 
wrote:  MI  remember  how  very  fond  I  was  of  Uncle 

George,  To  me  he  was  the  greatest*. n  Another  Lowery 
niece  relates  the  following  story:19  ’’Really  some 
of  my  most  pleasant  memories  are  of  the  Daniel 
family.  Once  --  I  must  have  been  fifteen  or  six¬ 
teen  --  I  made  a  trip  on  the  train  to  Willis  from 
Navasota.  Uncle  George  had  a  great  sense  of  humor, 
and,  when  the  young  folks  had  gone  to  the  station 
to  meet  me,  he  got  his  wheel  barrow  and  went  down 
where  the  train  stopped  at  the  water  tank  (before 
reaching  the  station)  and  got  me  and  my  luggage  off 
the  train.  We  ran  back  to  the  house,  and  he  hid 
me  behind  a  door.  Of  course,  when  the  disappointed 
young  folks  came  back  without  me,  he  had  the  joke 
on  them!  To  me,  one  need  go  no  further  than  your 
father  and  mother  to  have  a  glorious  family  history. 


^Reminiscence  of  the  author. 

19white,  Mrs.  Robert.  In  letter  to  the  author. 


No  account  about  Mr.  Daniel  would  be  complete 
without  mentioning  his  work  as  colporter.  For 
many  years  he  carried  religious  tracts,  books,  and 
Bibles.  The  tracts  were  given  away;  the  books  and 
Bibles  sold  to  people  in  towns  and  in  the  country, 
and  the  small  profit  from  them  was  always  carefully 
reported  to  whatever  missionary  board  was  employ¬ 
ing  him,  and  used  as  part  of  his  salary.  The  thought 
of  keeping  this  money  as  a  little  extra  pay  never 
entered  his  honest  mind. 20 

Someone  has  said  that  behind  every  great  man 
there  was  a  great  woman.  Surely  even  6.  M.  Daniel 
could  not  have  reared  ten  such  independent,  self- 
supporting  sons  and  daughters  without  the  help  of 
a  faithful  wife  —  small  in  body,  powerful  in 
achievement.  Never  a  more  genuinely  refined  woman 
graced  the  court  of  any  king.  Meticulous  in  her 
manner  of  eating;  careful  in  speech,  and  according 
to  the  rules  of  courtesy  of  her  day,  she  invariably 
addressed  her  husband  as  "Mr.  Daniel •"  To  the 
children  she  sometimes  said,  "Your  father” or  "your 
pa. " 

What  a  multitude  of  good  things  her  hands  accom¬ 
plished*.  In  the  yard  she  made  her  laundry  soap  in 
a  large,  iron  kettle.  In  late  fall  this  kettle 
was  used  to  heat  water  to  scald  the  recently  slain 
hog,  that  its  hair  might  be  scraped  off  easily. 

From  that  hog  came  the  most  delicious  sausage,  hand 
ground,  seasoned,  and  packed  in  long,  cylindrical 
cloth  tubes;  then  hung  from  the  rafters  to  dry. 

There  were  spare  ribs,  headcheese,  hams,  bacon. 


20 


Reminiscence  of  the  author 
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Mrs,  Daniel  knew  how  to  make  and  to  superintend 
the  making  of  all  these  delightful  foods,  besides 
canning  fruits  and  vegetables  in  their  season.  The 
sewing  and  mending  were  done  by  hand  until  her  sixth 
child  was  bom,  when  the  kind  ladies  of  a  church 
collected  enough  money  to  buy  a  sewing  machine  for 
their  pastor* s  wife. 

In  the  Willis  home  there  were  all -day  quilting 
parties,  to  make  quilts  for  Buckner* s  Orphan  Home 
in  Dallas.  Outgrown  clothes  were  collected  and 
packed  there,  and  many  boxes  of  homemade  cookies  -- 
all  of  which  found  their  way  to  the  orphans  through 
the  unceasing  efforts  of  Mrs.  Daniel. 

Helping  with  the  sick  was  a  regular  part  of  her 
life.  From  her  pantry  shelf  she  chose  the  fruit 
juice  that  could  be  retained  by  the  sick  neighbor 
and  start  him  on  the  way  toward  health  and  indepen¬ 
dence  again.  Then,  there  was  the  little  girl  — 
playmate  of  her  own  youngest.  This  child  was  ill 
with  high  fever,  which  the  doctor  tried  with  all 
his  gentle  skill  to  check.  Day  after  day,  night 
after  night,  he  came,  but  could  see  no  improvement. 

Finally,  to  the  ladies  who  were  on  duty  that 
night  --  no  trained  nurses,  no  hospitals  except 
in  a  few  large  cities  —  the  weary  doctor  said, 

**I  can  do  no  more.*' 

Mrs.  Daniel  said,  "May  we  cut  her  hair"  —  it 
was  thick  and  long  --  "and  put  ice  on  her  head?" 

The  doctor  replied,  "It  can  do  no  harm."  No  harm 
indeed:  the  child  recovered  and  became  a  lovely, 
young  woman.  21 


21 


Reminiscence  of  the  author. 
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Carey  Daniel,  on  his  thirty-fifth  birthday, 
wrote  a  letter  of  appreciation  to  his  mother  also;- 
parts  of  which  are  quoted "Just  thirty-five 
years  ago  today  there  lived  a  little  woman  in  a 
log  house  on  the  banks  of  a  large  creek.  The 
place  was  hid  away  in  the  forests  of  Montgomery 
County,  Texas.  This  letter  is  to  remind  her  of 
what  happened  at  that  time  and  to  express  appre¬ 
ciation  of  what  she  has  been  since.  This  little 
woman  was  a  native  of  the  frontier.  She  had  seen 
the  wild  animals  in  plenty  roam  the  open  forests 
or  come  in  a  friendly  way  about  her  cabin. 

‘She  had  just  reached  young  womanhood's  estate, 
when  a  young  man  caught  her  fancy  and  won  her 
heart.  (She  was  a  five-foot  dainty  blond;  he,  a 
strong  brunet  of  medium  height.)  Soon  she  became 
the  wife  of  a  poor,  homeless,  farmer  youth.  After¬ 
ward  her  husband  felt  it  his  duty  to  preach.  When 
the  fifth  child  arrived,  the  family  moved  to  Bell 
County,  Texas;  but,  because  of  poor  health  there, 
Mrs.  Daniel  was  brought  back  to  the  piney  woods. 

For  nearly  fifteen  years  she  lived  in  a  comfortable 
home  at  Willis,  Montgomery  County.  From  there  a 
move  was  made  to  Tyler,  Smith  County,  Texas. 

'These  were  not  idle  years  for  this  good  woman. 
It  was  given  her  to  be  mother  of  ten  children,  and 
ten  children  are  no  light  care.  Peach-tree-tea  and 
Radway's  Ready  Relief  were  her  favorite  medicines: 
a  stomach  ache  got  one  and  a  stubborn  will,  the 
other.  A  toe  itch  would  get  parched  sweet  potato 
leaves,  or  sulphur  and  lard.  She  believed  in  clean 
liness  and  had  a  hard  time  teaching  it  to  her  child 


22oaniel,  J.  C.  Unpublished  diary.  Written 
1910-1914.  In  possession  of  Mrs.  Jewell  L.  Daniel. 
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ren,  who  liked  to  play  in  dirt  every  day.  But 
cleanliness  of  conduct  was  more  important;  hence, 
there  was  constant  instruction  in  proper  behavior. 

If  that  failed,  punishment  was  given, 

'Ten  thousand  childish  cares  and  sorrows  were 
lost  at  mother's  knee  or  in  mother's  lap.  When  did 
she  fail  to  have  freshly  "done  up"  clothes  for  her 
preacher-husband,  who  was  going  away  to  his  "appoint¬ 
ment"  Friday  afternoon  or  early  Saturday?  When  did 
she  ever  fail  to  find  something  to  place  before  a 
hungry  crowd  three  times  each  day?  When  did  she 
fail  to  mend  or  patch?  When  did  she  fail  to  wel¬ 
come  guests? 

'Did  she  ever  sing?  Ah'.  Her  songs  were  rich 
to  the  ear  of  her  children.  This  fifth  child  lay 
flat  on  the  uncarpeted  floor  near  his  mother,  while, 
to  the  accompaniment  of  her  sewing  machine  she  sang 
"Rock  of  Ages";  "Jesus,  Lover  of  My  Soul";  "Mother, 
Tell  Me  of  the  Angels";  "In  the  Sweet  By  and  By"; 
and  "Nearer  My  God  to  Thee."  The  singing  of  those 
songs  so  moved  this  boy's  heart  that  he  thought 
God  and  his  angels  had  been  charmed  into  the  very 
room  where  he  lay.  He  involuntarily  closed  his 
eyes,  feeling  the  presence  of  God  too  holy  and 
sacred  for  him  to  look  upon.  The  sound  of  her 
voice  can  never  die  out  of  his  ears. 

'Into  the  shadows  she  carried  a  light,  and 
guided  the  wayward  to  paths  that  were  right.  She 
longed  for  others  to  have  the  schooling  that  she 
had  never  had,  and  for  the  young  and  older  ones  to 
get  as  much  education  as  possible.  God  marvelously 
sustained  her  and  strengthened  her,  and  she  allowed 
no  day  to  pass  without  some  good  deed  done  for  some¬ 
one.  She  planted  flowers  not  alone  in  her  yard, 
but  in  the  hearts  of  the  lonely  and  of  little  child 
ren." 

With  the  exception  of  well  reared  children,  the 
one  greatest  monument  to  Mrs.  George  Daniel  is 
Queen  Street  Baptist  Church  of  Tyler.  When  she  came 
to  that  city  to  live,  the  machine  shops  of  the  Cot¬ 
ton  Belt  Railroad  were  quite  active  and  employed  a 
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large  number  of  men,  many  of  whom  lived  in  north¬ 
east  Tyler  and  usually  had  several  children.  Too 
many  of  the  latter  were  not  attending  Sunday  School. 
So  Mrs.  Daniel  invited  them  into  her  home  on  Sunday 
afternoons,  and  began  teaching  them  the  Bible.  She 
was  assisted  by  a  daughter-in-law,  her  youngest 
daughter,  and  one  or  two  interested  mothers. 

The  project  outgrew  the  home,  and  a  long,  one- 
room  building  was  erected  on  what  is  now  the  north¬ 
east  comer  of  the  property  of  Queen  Street  Baptist 
Church.  More  children  and  more  adults  came.  When 
Queen  Street  Church  was  organized,  Mrs.  Daniel  was 
out  of  town,  and,  therefore,  was  not  a  charter  mem¬ 
ber.  But  she  became  a  member  and  worked  with  that 
congregation  as  long  as  she  lived.  Her  death  came 
January  3,  1931,  and  her  body  lies  beside  that  of 
her  husband  in  Willis,  Texas. 

During  these  later  years  she  said,  "I  fear  that 
my  children  will  lose  interest  in  and  contact  with 
each  other,  when  I  am  gone.”  Her  youngest  daughter 
mentally  said  this  must  not  happen.  So  chain  letters 
were  started,  from  which  annual  reunions  gradually 
developed.  Some  of  the  happiest  occasions  were  at 
Conroe,  before  the  death  of  the  youngest  son,  Ira 
Link  Daniel.  Then  Beautiful  Cameron  Park  in  Waco 
became  the  place  of  gathering  for  many  years.  Sev¬ 
eral  times  the  reunion  has  been  held  at  Plantation 
Ranch  with  the  Bill  Daniel  Family  as  hosts.  In  1960 
Governor  and  Mrs.  Price  Daniel  and  their  children 
entertained  ’’the  clan”  at  the  exquisite  Executive 
Mansion  in  Austin. 

Facts  about  the  two  founders  of  this  Daniel 
family  would  be  incomplete  without  telling  of  Mr. 
Daniel's  favorite  month  —  January.  These  are  the 
reasons  which  he  gave:  his  birthday,  his  arrival 
in  Texas,  and  his  marriage  date  came  in  that  month; 
his  second  son,  first  daughter,  first  daughter-in- 
law,  first  granddaughter,  the  wife  of  his  youngest 
son,  the  first  daughter  of  his  youngest  daughter. 
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and  the  son  of  his  missionary  son  were  all  bom  in 
January.  Later  another  granddaughter  arrived  on 
his  birthday,  January  27.  Several  others  who  came 
into  the  family  either  by  marriage  or  birth  after 
his  death,  were  also  born  in  January. 

What  of  the  ten,  individually  and  personally? 
It  is  interesting  to  note  that  five  were  blonds, 
like  their  mother,  and  five  were  brunets,  like 
their  father;  in  this  order,  two  blond  sons,  two  a 
brunette  daughters;  a  blond  son  and  a  blond  daugh¬ 
ter;  two  brunet  sons,  a  blond  and  a  brunette 


daughter. 


The  eldest,  Edward  Bunyan  Daniel,  Senior,  used 
to  say  that  the  pattern  by  which  he  was  supposed 
to  have  been  cut  would  have  made  him  a  preacher; 
but  the  Devil  stole  it  and  made  him  a  merchant. 

In  boyhood  he  attended  whatever  school  was  near¬ 
est.  By  1889-1890  he  was  a  student  at  Baylor 
University,  where  he  received  his  degree  in  Busi¬ 
ness  Administration.  During  his  stay  there,  he 
also  received  a  lock  of  dark  hair,  cut  from  the 
head  of  his  newly  bom  baby  sister. 

He  related  as  true  this  anecdote  about  Doctor 
Rufus  C.  Burleson,  who  was  Baylor* s  president  at  that 
time.  One  dark  night  several  young  men  students 
decided  to  play  a  trick  on  Doctor  Burleson,  who 
had  an  exceptionally  uncanny  way  of  knowing  when 
anyone  was  plotting  mischief.  Mental  telepathy, 
maybe.  These  boys  gleefully  pulled  his  buggy  into 
a  small  creek  near  the  campus,  with  the  intention 
of  leaving  it  there,  when  a  well  known  voice,  deep 
in  the  dark  interior,  said,  "Enjoyed  my  ride  down 
here,  Boys.  Now  you  may  give  me  a  ride  back  home!" 

For  a  while  he  clerked  in  a  store  at  Hunts¬ 
ville;  then  acquired  a  store  of  his  own  at  Apolonia, 
and  married  Miss  Carolyn  Davis  Hobdy,  June  2,  1895. 
When  they  moved  to  Gladewater,  they  sold  all  their 
furniture  and  had  to  buy  everything  new.  From  that 
experience  he  was  heard  to  say,  "The  next  time  we 
move,  I'm  going  to  take  everything  we  own,  even  an 
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old  rusty  ash  bucket  with  its  bottom  half  out." 

One  more  move  was  made  --  to  Waco,  after  he 
and  his  wife  and  son  visited  most  of  the  larger 
cities  of  Texas.  He  continued  to  be  a  merchant 
until  bad  health  made  a  change  necessary.  Then he 
engaged  more  often  in  his  favorite  sport,  fishing, 
and  worked  quite  successfully  as  a  real  estate 
agent.  Although  not  demonstrative  in  his  affection, 
he  loved  his  people  dearly,  and  always  welcomed  them 
in  his  home.  The  family  is  deeply  indebted  to  him 
for  an  article  he  wrote  about  the  first  of  our  an¬ 
cestors  who  came  to  Texas  --  General  Francis  A.  B. 
Wheeler  and  his  family  in  1823;  their  struggle  with 
the  wilderness  and  Indians.  Mr.  Daniel  remembered 
his  great  grandmother,  Mrs.  Francis  A.  B.  Wheeler 
(Miss  Susan  Ann  Barnes  of  England)  quite  well;  visit¬ 
ed  in  her  home  frequently  and  learned  from  her  the 
early  history  of  the  Wheelers.  He  also  wrote  articles 
about  his  father,  mother,  and  brother,  Joseph  Carey 
Daniel . 

He  liked  to  joke  and  tease,  such  as  telling  a 
niece  that  the  degree  she  wanted  from  Baylor  was  an 
M.  R.  S.  A  pet  parrot  was  on  the  enclosed  back  porch. 
In  his  living  room,  Mr.  Daniel  sat  and  made  queer 
grunts  and  noises,  which  Polly  answered  invariably, 
until  finally  she  called,  MMr.  Daniel!  Mr.  Daniel !M 
It  was  his  custom  on  reunion  day  to  go  very  early 
to  Cameron  Park  and  select  a  good  place  for  the  fam¬ 
ily  to  meet;  there,  with  a  pot  of  coffee,  he  patiently 
awaited  the  arrival  of  his  people  --  he  was  unanimous¬ 
ly  considered  the  head  of  the  clan  as  long  as  he 
lived.  Usually  someone  promised  to  take  him  to  the 
park  at  a  prearranged  hour.  If  the  driver  was  late, 
he  set  out  on  foot!  He  was  "Uncle  Eddie"  to  all  the 
younger  relatives. 

Lee  Allen  Daniel  was  the  second  child;  so  very 
blond  that  a  friendly  Irishman  studied  him  intently 
and  concluded,  "Faith,  and  he  looks  like  he  might 
be  a  white  mon's  child!"23  By  adulthood  he  was 


^Related  by  his  mother,  Mrs.  G.  M.  Daniel. 


clearly  a  thinker  and  helped  his  mother  keep  the 
younger  boys  in  line,  when  his  father  was  away  on 
pastoral  duties.  While  he  was  a  clerk  in  a  general 
merchandising  store,  he  often  brought  candy  to  his 
baby  sister.  He  bought  a  newspaper.  The  Willis  Index, 
March  10,  1899  and  sold  it  to  F.  B.  Davis  in  August, 
1900.24  He  was  the  first  to  install  local  telephones 
in  that  town. 

On  one  occasion  he  borrowed  his  mother's  horse 
and  buggy  to  take  a  young  lady  to  a  party.  When  the 
hour  to  go  home  came,  Lee  discovered  that  his  convey¬ 
ance  had  disappeared,  and  the  light  of  a  lantern 
showed  that  the  horse  had  managed  to  free  herself. 

The  weather  was  inclement;  so  Lee  provided  other 
transportation  home  for  the  young  lady,  and  set  out 
to  find  his  mother's  horse.  Since  the  animal  had  a 
young  colt,  it  was  not  hard  to  guess  her  destination  -- 
home;  where  she  patiently  stood  waiting  to  be  unhar¬ 
nessed. 

Lee,  too,  became  a  good  salesman.  He  married 
Miss  Iva  Amelia  Lee  of  Humble,  Texas,  and  they  be¬ 
came  parents  of  a  son  and  two  daughters.  Although 
Mr.  G.  M.  Daniel  and  his  five  adult  sons  were  Masons, 
Lee  especially  enjoyed  that  organization.  He  finish¬ 
ed  the  32nd  degree  and  was  Deputy  Grand  Master  of  his 
district  at  the  time  of  his  death.  For  many  years  he 
attended  the  meeting  of  the  Masonic  Grand  Lodge  in 
Waco  every  December. 

The  outstanding  characteristics  of  Georgia  Ann 
Daniel  were  her  affability  and  talent  in  music.  She 
was  capable  of  creating  conversation  in  any  group  of 
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people,  regardless  of  age;  the  timid  were  drawn  out 
of  their  shell  and  encouraged  to  share  in  the  fun, 
and  she  always  had  a  winning  way  with  small  child¬ 
ren.  She  sang  well  and  played  the  organ,  around 
which  the  other  members  of  the  family  gathered  to 
join  in  the  singing.  Quite  often  her  father  wrote 
her  to  come  and  play  for  the  revivals  he  was  con¬ 
ducting.  She  did  excellent  crocheting;  even  cro¬ 
cheted  a  whole  dress  for  her  daughter.  She  married 
J.  E.  Faulkner  and  became  the  mother  of  two  daugh¬ 
ters  and  a  son. 

Nissi  Susan  Virginia  Daniel  almost  slipped 
away  at  the  time  of  her  birth;  but  her  mother  told 
those  in  attendance  to  bathe  her  in  warm  water,  and 
soon  she  was  reacting  normally  to  the  conditions  of 
this  world. 25  Like  her  mother  before  her,  she  has 
helped  many  people  along  the  way;  always  eager  to  do 
for  others,  reluctant  to  take  assistance  from  others. 
She  was  a  happy,  laughing  girl. 

Once,  when  she  had  a  date  to  a  party,  her  father 
gave  the  young  man  a  lighted  lantern  to  show  them 
the  way  --  walking  being  the  accepted  mode  of  travel 
in  town.  As  soon  as  the  couple  were  out  of  sight 
of  her  home,  they  put  out  the  light  and  proceeded 
by  the  glow  of  the  stars.  The  lantern  was  left  on 
the  proch  of  their  hostess  until  "good  nights"  were 
said.  It  was  relighted  just  before  they  came  in 
sight  of  Miss  Nissi' s  home.  Youth  can  not  help  being 
youth ! 26 

She  married  L.  H.  Eubank  of  Kentucky  and  has 
two  sons  and  three  daughters.  For  the  last  thirty 
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years  or  more,  Mrs,  Eubank  has  been  a  most  faith¬ 
ful  worker  and  Sunday  School  teacher  in  the  Queen 
Street  Baptist  Church  of  Tyler  Texas. 

It  would  require  a  thick  volume  to  relate  the 
innumerable  activities  that  Joseph  Carey  Daniel 
crowded  into  his  brief  thirty-six  years  and  seven 
months  on  earth.  He  was  fifteen  when  his  parents 
moved  from  Dacus  to  Willis,  and  he  helped  in  many 
ways  to  clear  land,  plant  crops  and  garden,  and 
make  the  home  comfortable.  Meanwhile,  he  read, 
studied,  and  attended  school  whenever  it  was  poss¬ 
ible.  Also,  at  the  age  of  fifteen,  he  was  converted 
and  joined  the  Bethel  Baptist  Church.  Ever  after, 
wherever  he  went,  his  church  letter  went  too. 

His  first  diary  was  begun  a  little  while  before 
he  was  twenty-one  and  tells  much  about  his  teaching 
in  county  schools  of  short  duration,  tobacco  crops, 
and  carpentry,  until  he  went  to  school  in  Rusk  ten 
months  of  1897-1898.  "Life  has  its  trials  and,  no 
r  *  - ■  ’ '  -  ' r  ou  never  teach,  there 


Quoted  for  all,  es¬ 


pecially  teachers. 

Also  in  that  first  diary:  "On  November  5,  1899, 

I  preached  my  first  sermon  to  a  congregation  of  peo¬ 
ple  gathered  under  large  trees  at  Union  Grove  Church. 
Was  licensed  November  26."  Sermon  after  sermon  fol¬ 
lowed  in  rapid  succession,  as  if  they  had  been  bottled 
up  under  great  pressure,  and  the  stopper  removed. 
Later:  "June  23,  1901,  I  was  ordained  to  the  full 
work  of  the  Gospel  ministry  by  the  Baptist  Church  at 
Willis,  Texas.  Reverend  S.  B.  McJunkin,  who  had 
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preached  the  ordination  sermon  for  both  my  father 
and  grandfather,  preached  mine,  also/' 

Carey  Daniel  was  a  preacher  from  infancy.  Once, 
when  his  father  was  preaching,  and  Carey  was  about 
two  years  old,  he  climbed  up  on  the  kmg  bench  behind 
the  pulpit,  stood,  and  began  imitating  every  gesture 
that  his  father  made.  The  congregation,  always  very 
tolerant  toward  small  children  in  those  days,  was 
amused  this  time,  and  Carey’s  mother  hastened  to 
remove  the  small  mimic. 28 

By  January  31,  1900,  he  was  a  student  at  Baylor 
University,  from  which  institution  he  received  his 
B.  A.  Degree  in  the  spring  of  1907.  During  those 
years  he  earned  his  living  in  whatever  honest  way 
he  could  find,  especially  preaching.  He  engaged  in 
many  of  Baylor's  oratorical  contests  and  was  winner 
in  the  J.  M.  Grady  Contest,  in  which  he  quoted  from 
memory  more  than  nine  hundred  and  fifty  verses  of 
the  Bible. 29 

One  of  the  several  churches  that  he  helped  to 
organize  was  at  Bowman  Grove,  near  Waco,  in  1903. 

His  picture  was  hung  on  the  wall  of  the  building. 

On  May  17,  1953,  Carey  Daniel,  Junior,  of  Dallas, 
accompanied  by  his  mother,  Mrs.  Jewell  Legett  Daniel, 
preached  the  fiftieth  anniversary  sermon  for  that 
church.  Twenty -one  of  the  charter  members  still 
lived  the»re  at  that  time,  and  the  picture  of  Carey 
Daniel  still  hung  on  the  wall! 30 

His  poems  and  book; 31  his  two  years  at  the 
Baptist  Theological  Seminary  at  Louisville,  Kentucky; 
and  finally  his  appointment  as  a  missionary  to 
North  China  in  1910  have  to  be  passed  with  a  mere 


^Related  by  Mrs.  G.  M.  Daniel,  Carey's  mother. 
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30Related  by  Mrs.  Jewell  L.  Daniel. 
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mention.  His  hopes  for  and  work  for  the  Chinese  are 
told  in  his  second  diary.  He  and  Miss  Jewell  Legett, 
another  missionary  to  China  and  a  former  classmate 
at  Baylor,  were  married  February  25,  1914.32  On  the 
night  of  June  28,  1914,  while  returning  from  one  of 
his  pastoral  engagements,  he  rode  into  a  swollen 
stream  and  was  drowned.  His  body  was  buried  in  the 
International  Cemetery  at  Chefoo.  He  loved  every¬ 
body,  and  in  return,  was  adored  by  many.  His  pos¬ 
thumous  son  was  bom  January  12,  1915,  at  Tyler, 
Texas,  in  the  home  of  his  Daniel  gradparents. 

Rosa  Emma  Daniel  was  by  far  the  most  beautiful 
of  the  four  sisters.  Her  eyes  were  violet-blue; 
naturally  rose-tinted  complexion;  light  brown,  wavy 
hair;  sufficient  height.  She  attended  the  college 
at  Rusk  at  the  same  time  that  her  brother,  Carey, 
was  there.  Together  they  made  excellent  friends, 
who  often  visited  the  family  in  Willis.  She  was 
telephone  operator  for  her  brother,  Lee.  In  1904 
she  married  Doctor  Leonard  F.  Bland,  but  died  about 
fifteen  months  later. 

Marion  Price  Daniel  was  a  slender,  debonair 
brunet.  His  gentleness  was  shown  in  his  love  of 
small  children;  his  goodness,  in  the  many  kindnesses 
he  did  for  others;  his  affability  drew  friends  to 
him;  his  gaiety  made  him  welcome;  and  his  courtesy 
was  natural  and  inherent.  Following  the  road  of 
"try,  try  again,”  he  became  a  newspaper  publisher 
at  Dayton,  Texas.  In  celebration  of  his  marriage 
to  Miss  Nannie  Blanche  Partlow  of  Liberty,  he  brought 
out  on  the  day  of  the  wedding  an  unusually  large 
paper  that  would  have  done  credit  to  a  city  editor. 


^Daniel,  J.  C.  Unpublished  second  diary.  In 
possession  of  Mrs.  Jewell  L.  Daniel. 
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Later  he  became  interested  in  cattle  and  real  estate 
His  three  children  are  known  near  and  far:  the  eld¬ 
est  is  Governor  Price  Daniel;  his  second  son,  Bill, 
is  Texas'  Ambassador -Of -Goodwill -At -Large  and  was 
recently  appointed  Governor  of  Guam,  The  sister  of 
these  two  well  known  men,  Miss  Ellen  Daniel,  is  one 
of  God's  angels  on  earth. 

Emmett  Graves  Daniel  was  never  as  robust  as  his 
brothers;  he  was  slender  and  quiet.  He  worked  faith 
fully  and  cheerfully  at  his  tasks  and  was  unwilling 
to  do  less  than  the  others.  Sometimes,  when  he  was 
over-taxing  his  strength,  his  mother  had  to  call  him 
in  for  rest.  He  and  his  younger  brother,  Ira,  were 
very  close  friends  at  work,  hunting  and  fishing. 
Saturday  afternoon  was  usually  granted  for  fishing; 
hunting  was  often  done  at  night,  when  it  was  easier 
to  tree  a  coon  or  an  O' possum. 

The  boys  had  two  beloved  dogs,  Sally  and  Spot, 
and  trained  them  to  chase  rabbits  into  hollow  logs 
or  trees.  One  day,  when  Emmett  and  Ira  were  working 
in  the  field,  Spot  alone  came  to  them  --  that  was 
strange  --  barking,  whining,  rolling  in  the  dirt  at 
their  feet  --  making  a  nuisance  of  himself  and  hin¬ 
dering  the  work.  When  told  to  go  away,  he  went  a 
short  distance,  but  came  back  and  pulled  at  their 
sleeves  or  hands.  After  this  performance  was  re¬ 
peated,  the  boys  decided  something  must  be  wrong 
and  they  had  better  find  out  what  it  was.  Spot  set 
out  toward  the  woods,  looking  back  often  to  be  re¬ 
assured  that  the  boys  were  coming.  He  led  them  to 
a  fallen,  hollow  tree  trunk,  into  which  he  and  Sally 
chased  a  rabbit.  Sally  had  stuck  her  head  in  and 
could  not  get  it  out!  The  boys  did,  though. 33 


^Reminiscence  of  the  author. 
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By  the  time  Emmett  became  sixteen,  he  was  defi¬ 
nitely  ill  and  his  body  wasted  away  with  a  disease 
that  was  incurable  then,  but  could  be  controlled  or 
even  cured  now.  For  the  first  time  the  George  May- 
field  Daniel  family  needed  a  lot  in  the  village 
cemetery. 

Ira  was  very  lonesome  without  his  pal  and  turn¬ 
ed  more  and  more  to  his  youngest  sister  for  compan¬ 
ionship.  At  the  age  of  four  or  five,  he  was  often 
considered  a  bother  --  excess  baggage  --  by  Price 
and  Emmett,  and  those  two  slipped  away  from  him: 

They  could  move  faster  without  a  small  brother  along. 
One  day  they  gave  their  nods  and  signals  and  con¬ 
fidently  walked  toward  the  front  door.  Ira  let  them 
barely  get  out  of  sight;  then  he  hurried  out  via 
the  back  door,  ran  around  the  house  and  announced 
to  his  astonished  brothers,  "I'm  ready."34 

It  was  this  keen  perception  and  affectionate 
heart  that  made  him  beloved  by  his  family;  honored 
and  respected  by  his  f ellow -workers .  When  his  par¬ 
ents  moved  to  Tyler,  Ira  became  a  clerk  in  a  gro¬ 
cery  store,  and  it  was  soon  evident  that  he,  too, 
had  been  cut  by  the  merchant  pattern.  At  one  time 
he  was  a  partner  with  his  brother,  Lee,  in  a  store 
at  Tomball.  Then  he  bought  a  seventy-acre  farm  near 
Conroe,  and  finally  moved  into  that  town  in  order 
that  his  children  might  be  nearer  the  school.  He 
loved  music;  whistled  well  and  tried  his  best  to 
sing.  It  was  his  fond  wish  that  his  daughter  would 
learn  to  play  the  piano  and  the  family  gather  a- 
round  and  sing,  as  it  had  been  done  in  his  boyhood 
days  in  his  parents’  home. 

He  married  Miss  Joie  Varner  of  Tyler.  They  had 
six  sons  and  one  daughter;  the  eldest  son  died  in  in¬ 
fancy;  the  others  remain:  one  son  in  Vermont;  the 
one  daughter  in  New  Mexico.  The  body  of  Ira  Link 
Daniel  lies  in  the  family  lot  in  Willis. 


^Related  by  Mrs.  G.  M.  Daniel. 
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Zonetta  Almand  Daniel  is  proud  of  her  first 
name  because  it  was  given  to  her  by  her  tiny  Grand¬ 
mother  Lowery,  who  always  had  honey  for  her  youngest 
grandchild.  She  is  also  proud  of  her  second  name, 
Almand,  because  it  was  the  maiden  name  of  her  pater¬ 
nal  Grandmother  Daniel  in  Georgia.  Being  painfully 
timid  and  having  no  small  sister  to  play  with,  she 
turned  to  whatever  harmless  activities  she  could 
find.  There  were  plenty.  For  instance,  it  was  a 
little  scary  to  c  rawl  under  the  low  barn  and  bring 
out  eggs  from  hens’  stolen  nests,  but  fun  to  find 
them  under  the  house  or  in  the  nearby  woods.  From 
those  same  woods  she  gathered  handfuls  of  violets 
with  long  stems,;  and  there  she  found  saplings  which 
she  pulled  over,  mounted,  and  rode  up  and  down  al¬ 
most  like  a  bucking  bronco. 

There  were  gentle  horses  grazing  on  the  large, 
front  lawn  --  so  gentle  that  Zonetta  rode  them  bare- 
back  and  usually  without  a  bridle.  Beyond  the  gar¬ 
den,  where  she  dropped  seeds  for  her  mother  to  cover, 
there  was  a  long  arbor  of  cultivated  berries.  When 
a  small  girl  gathered  the  fruit  for  table  use,  birds 
fussed  and  pecked  at  her  head.  Why?  She  wondered 
and  asked  her  mother.  ’’They  have  nests  somewhere 
in  those  vines  and  do  not  want  you  to  disturb  their 
eggs  or  babies.” 

Lee  was  a  successful  squirrel  hunter,  and  al¬ 
ways  called  Zonetta  to  hold  the  game,  while  the 
skinning  was  done  —  a  tiresome  job.  She  was  just 
the  right  size  to  crawl  into  the  sweet  potato  bank 
and  choose  well-rounded  ones  for  the  oven.  Delicious. 
It  was  fun  to  find  a  large,  half -hidden  watermelon 
in  late  summer  and  place  it  in  a  tub  of  water  to 
cool  over  night.  Something  of  the  force  of  wind  was 
learned,  when  she  held  an  open  umbrella  the  wrong 
way,  and  it  was  turned  wrong  side  out. 

One  hot  summer  Lee  was  sick  with  a  fever,  and 
Zonetta  was  assigned  to  fan  him.  She  was  horrified 
upon  learning  that  she  had  gone  sound  asleep!  When 
she  became  capable  of  assisting  with  canning  fruits 
and  vegetables,  it  was  torture  to  close  that  fasci- 
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nating  book;  for  there  was  never  enough  time  for 
reading. 

One  of  the  greatest  boons  of  Zonetta' s  childhood 
was  elocution  lessons  --  later  called  public  speak¬ 
ing.  The  skill  learned  then  has  been  a  continual 
blessing  ever  since. 

The  family  moved  to  Tyler,  when  Zonetta  needed 
two  more  years  of  high  school.  With  the  help  of 
her  brother,  Carey,  until  he  went  as  a  missionary 
to  China,  and  then  with  assistance  from  her  parents, 
plus  work  in  Baylor's  library,  she  received  her 
B.  A.  Degree  from  Baylor  in  1911.  The  enrichment 
of  those  years  is  indescribable:  the  frail  stock  -- 
the  small  plant  —  was  nourished  until  the  tight  bud 
began  to  open.  That  fall  after  graduation,  Zonetta 
began  teaching  at  Venus  and  remained  there  three 
years;  then  taught  one  year  at  Ladonia. 

In  the  early  fall  of  1915  she  married  Mr.  Ira 
H.  Devine,  who  was  working  in  Galveston,  but  whose 
parents  lived  in  Tyler.  Teaching  was  resumed  in 
her  new  home  and  continued  until  she  completed 
thirty-six  years  in  the  Galveston  Independent  School 
District.  Meanwhile  her  two  daughters  grew  up  and 
attained  Masters  Degrees;  Zonetta  received  hers  at 
the  University  of  Houston.  Once  upon  a  time  one 
daughter  said,  "Mother,  do  you  know  that  your  right 
eyebrow  goes  up  high,  when  you  are  deeply  aroused 
about  something?" 

"No.  Had  no  idea  of  it."  Then,  with  a  laugh 
Mrs.  Devine  said,  "That  is  a  direct  inheritance 
from  my  father.  His  used  to  do  the  same  thing." 

The  Daniel  Family  has  gained  much  by  marriages. 
At  the  top  of  the  list  are  five  wonderful  daughters - 
in-law:  Miss  Carolyn  Hobdy  --  Mrs.  E.  B.  Daniel, 
Senior;  Miss  Iva  Amelia  Lee  --  Mrs.  Lee  A.  Daniel; 
Miss  Jewell  Legett  --  Mrs.  J.  Carey  Daniel;  Miss 
Nannie  Partlow  --  Mrs.  M.  Price  Daniel,  Senior;  and 
Miss  Joie  Varner  --  Mrs.  Ira  L.  Daniel.  Only  the 
"Records -on-High"  can  evaluate  the  blessings  they 
brought . 
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There  were  four  sons -in-law,  each  strong  in  hit 
own  way:  J.  E.  Faulkner  of  Mississippi;  L.  H.  Euban 
of  Kentucky;  Doctor  L.  F.  Bland  of  Texas;  and  Ira  H. 
Devine  of  Ohio.  To  the  last  of  these  there  should 
be  praise  and  gratitude  for  compiling  a  family  record 
which  begins  with  Reverend  and  Mrs.  George  Mayfield 
Daniel  and  consists  mainly  of  dates  of  birth,  marri¬ 
age,  death,  and  place  of  interment.  Governor  Price 
Daniel,  who  at  that  time  was  Attorney  General  of 
Texas,  provided  typed  copies. 

Marriages  of  the  second  generation  have  brought 
into  the  family  a  doctor,  preachers,  men  and  women 
engaged  in  various  kinds  of  business.  Here  it  seems 
appropriate  to  state  that  Mrs.  Price  Daniel  was  Miss 
Jean  Houston  Baldwin,  a  great,  great  granddaughter 
of  General  Sam  Houston.  Mrs.  William  P.  Daniel  was 
Miss  Vara  Faye  Martin,  whose  father  was  a  member  of 
the  Texas  Legislature  for  a  long  time  and  whose 
brother  is  now  an  effective  member  of  that  same  body. 

It  is  impossible  to  estimate  the  influence  of 
Baylor  University,  its  environment  and  faculty  mem¬ 
bers;  its  simplicity,  dignity,  culture,  refinement, 
and  eminent  presidents  on  the  lives  of  the  Daniel 
family.  The  eldest  child,  E.  B.  Daniel,  Senior, 
was  attending  Baylor  when  the  youngest  was  born;  and 
some  member  or  members  of  the  family  have  been  there 
almost  continuously  ever  since.  Three  of  the  ten 
children  are  graduates.  Doctor  Rufus  C.  Burleson 
was  president,  when  E.  B.  Daniel  received  his  diplo¬ 
ma  in  Business  Administration.  Dr.  Samuel  P.  Brooks 
was  the  magnificent  and  gentle  inspiration  of  the 
other  two.  Altogether  fifteen  of  this  family  have 
attended  Baylor,  and  eight  are  graduates. 

The  number  of  second,  third,  and  fourth  gener¬ 
ation  descendants  is  far  too  large  to  write  of  each 
individually.  The  abundance  of  schools  leaves  no 
reason  for  ignorance;  the  vast  discoveries  in  medi¬ 
cine,  mechanics,  all  branches  of  science,  in  agri¬ 
culture,  dairying,  ranching  and  every  kind  of  indus¬ 
try  make  unemployment  and  laziness  a  farce.  So, 
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among  the  younger  ones  we  find  doctors,  lawyers, 
students  of  electronics,  insurance  salesmen,  sev¬ 
eral  preachers,  and  plenty  of  teachers.  Some  have 
traveled  into  many  states  of  the  United  States. 
Others  have  included  foreign  countries  and  even 
circled  the  earth.  The  family  grows  in  vision  as 
well  as  size. 
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GEORGE  MAYFIELD  DANIEL: 

Born  --  1-27-1846. 

At  —  Macon,  Georgia. 
Died  --  6-18-1918. 

At  --  Tyler,  Texas. 


Married 

At 


Wife  —  Sarah  Elizabeth 
Virginia  Lowery 
Born  --  10-31-1849. 

At  --  Dacus,  Texas. 
Died  --  1-3-1931. 

At  --  Tyler,  Texas. 

1-20-1870. 

Dacus ,  Texas . 


Six  sons  and  four  daughters  born  of  this  union: 

EDWARD  BUNYAN  DANIEL 

LEE  ALLEN  DANIEL 

GEORGIA  ANN  DANIEL 

NISSI  SUSAN  VIRGINIA  DANIEL 

JOSEPH  CAREY  DANIEL 

ROSA  EMMA  DANIEL 

MARION  PRICE  DANIEL 

EMMET  GRAVES  DANIEL 

IRA  LINK  DANIEL 


ZONETTA  ALMAND  DANIEL 
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EDWARD  BUNYAN  DANIEL 


Bom  — 

11-8-1870. 

Wife  — 

Carrie  Davis  Hobdy 

At 

Dacus ,  Texas . 

Born  — 

1-28-1877. 

Died  — 

12-7-1950. 

At 

Kosse,  Texas. 

At 

Waco,  Texas. 

Present 

address : 

Married 

—  6-2-1895. 

1014  Jefferson  St.,  Waco, 

At 

Apolonia,  Texas. 

Texas . 

LEE  ALLEN 

DANIEL 

Born  — 

1-21-1872. 

Wife  — 

Iva  Amelia  Lee. 

At 

Dacus,  Texas. 

Born  -- 

5-12-1885. 

Died  — 

4-13-1917. 

At 

Humble,  Texas. 

At 

Humble,  Texas. 

Present 

address : 

Married 

—  6-21-1908. 

3639  Gramercy, 

At 

Humble,  Texas. 

Houston 

25,  Texas. 

GEORGIA  ANN 

DANIEL 

Born  — 

1-17-1875. 

Husband 

--  James  Ernest 

At 

Dacus ,  Texas . 

Faulkner. 

Died  — 

1-16-1934. 

Born  -- 

2-21-1876. 

At 

Shreveport,  La. 

At 

Forrest,  Miss. 

Married 

—  3-7-1904. 

Died  -- 

4-14-1935. 

At 

Dodge,  Texas. 

At 

Shreveport,  La. 

NISSI  SUSAN  VIRGINIA  DANIEL 

Born  — 

4-1-1876. 

Husband 

--  Lee  Hall  Eubank. 

At 

Dacus ,  Texas . 

Bom  -- 

3-11-1876. 

Married 

—  2-15-1897. 

At  *  -- 

Glascow,  Ky. 

At 

Willis,  Texas. 

Present 

address : 

Present 

address : 

226  North  Cedar  Avenue, 

509  Cedar  St.,  Tyler,  Texas.  Inglewood,  Calif. 


Ill 


Born  -- 
At 

Died  -- 
At 

Married 

At 


Bom 

At 

Died  — 
At 

Married 

At 


Bom  -- 
At 

Died  -- 
At 

Married 

At 


Born  -- 
At 
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JOSEPH  CAREY  DANIEL 


11-24-1877. 

Wife  —  Jewell  Legett. 

Dacus ,  Texas • 

Bom  —  8-15-1884. 

6-28-1914. 

At  Buffalo  Gap,  Texas 

LaiYang  Village, 

Present  address: 

Shantung,  China. 

527  Toronto, 

—  2-25-1914. 

Dallas  12,  Texas. 

Pingtu,  Shantung, 

China. 

ROSA  EMMA  DANIEL 

8-15-1880. 

Husband  --  Dr.  Leonard 

Dacus ,  Texas . 

B1 and • 

8-24-1905. 

Bom  —  12-24-1877. 

Glendale,  Texas. 

At  —  Salado,  Texas. 

—  5-3-1904. 

Deceased  --  Circa,  1954 

Willis,  Texas. 

At  —  Dallas,  Texas. 

No  children. 

MARION  PRICE 

DANIEL 

12-16-1881. 

Wife  —  Nannie  Blanche 

Dacus ,  Texas . 

Partlow. 

12-7-1937. 

Bom  --  10-31-1886. 

Liberty,  Texas. 

At  —  Liberty,  Texas. 

—  12-23-1909. 

Died  —  Liberty,  Texas. 

Liberty,  Texas. 

Date  —  11-27-1955. 

EMMET  GRAVES 

DANIEL 

10-9-1885.  Died  —  2-18-1902. 

Dacus,  Texas.  At  --  Willis,  Texas. 


IV 


Appendix 


IRA  LINK  DANIEL 


Bom  --  3-7-1887. 

At  —  Dacus,  Texas. 
Died  —  10-31-1939. 

At  —  Conroe,  Texas. 
Married  —  10-24-1909. 
At  —  Tyler,  Texas. 


Wife  —  Joie  Varner. 

Bom  —  1-11-1890. 

At  —  Gainesville,  Texas. 
Present  address : 

512  Mill  Street, 

Conroe ,  Texas . 


ZONETTA  ALMAND  DANIEL 


Born  —  9-22-1889. 

At  --  Dacus,  Texas. 
Married  —  9-26-1915. 
At  —  Tyler,  Texas. 
Present  address : 

2122  Spring  Street, 
Tyler,  Texas. 


Husband  —  Ira  Hestain 

Devine . 

Born  --  6-18-1889. 

At  --  Uhrichsville,  Ohio. 
Died  —  7-28-1949. 

At  --  Galveston,  Texas. 
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